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g?“‘ffal.nn"t'l High Council meets to appoint new
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Brazil's New Constitution.
Last month the National

Brazil has a new constitution.
“ Constitutional Presi-

Assembly elected Senhor Vargas
dent of the Second Republic.”” He came to power in
1930 when there was a ravolution arising out of the
alleged domination of big business in Sao Paulo over
Federal politics. In 1932 the State of Sao Paulo took
up arms against the Provisional Government, but was
defeated. Vargas had tound reform beset with difficul-
ties, ““ not the least of which,"" says The Times (August
24), * was an empty Treasury.” This emptiness did not
seem to hamper Vargas in the conduct of the ** expen-
sive struggle ** to put down the Sao Paulo revolt. Dis-
cussing the new constitution The Times temarks that
“* State interference with economic activity * is so general
nowadays that it is scarcely surprising "’ that Brazil
has “ followed the example "’ of other Governments.
Foreign capitalists interested in Brazilian undertakings,
The Times continues, witl probably criticise some of the
new provisions as “ too Socialistic, and others as too
Nationalistic.”” Later comes the following : —

Brazilian States and
eign loans without the
dely commended—and

“ The articles forbidding
municipalities to contract for
Senate's permission will be wi
not least in the City of London.”’

No-one need ask who runs the Gepate! For the rest, th.e
¢ gpirit ** of the new régime is conciliatory, as well it
might be, seeing that the policy of High Finance is to
eliminate party antagonisms, an to make it worth the

t together. * Alarge and

while of sectional interests to g€ ao%,
* remains in opposition,

querulous Paulista element * ns | '
““ but the President does not lack allies in that State.’
Quite so: Sao Paulo is & wealthy State. But “ wealth 2
in this context is not necessarily money; it is something
convertible into money- The convertibility is not in-
herent in the wealth, it is & property which is conferred
on it, or withdrawn from it, at the will of the pankers.
So the President has only to keep in step with the bankers
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to make sure that Sao Paulo will not fall out of step with
his major policies.
Zones of Silence.

The experiment of stopping road-noises on the night
9f August 28 was reported successful on the next morn-
ing. No accidents happened, and so no insurance risks
became claims.  Thus the founders of the Anti-Noise
League can take credit without restraint for the un-
floubted contribution of this reform to those who, whether
ill or well, need an undisturbed night’s sleep. They
might now go further, and inquire what other factors tend
to disturb sleep. These can be comprehensively called
by the name Anxieties. It has been stated by experts
that anxiety is the greatest predisposing cause of ill-
health: and it is common knowledge that the cause of
most anxiety is deficient purchasing-power. To anyone
S_leepless with worry the noise of a motor-horn will make
little difference—in fact the absence of such noise may
§trengthen the audibility of the silent sounds of the
imagination, as for example the breathless anticipation of
the knock of the postman bearing that bill to be met
which cannot be met.

A * * *

Railers against Sabbath-day observance will do well to
reflect on this. Sunday is a day of rest from toil, but
at this ixme it takes on a heightened significance as a day
of respite from worry. Last post Saturday night—the
dread missive not on the doormat—thank Heaven, I shall
sleep to-night, for I need not fear to wake in the morn-
1ng. A moratorium for a whole day is vouchsafed to the
distressed debtor. And who shall measure the cumulative
effect of that unchanging septiform rhythm of relief on
the minds and bodies of Christendom’s unfortunates?

A “Peace or War” Plebiscite.
The Daily Express of August 31 announces that it is
organising a house-to-house canvass throughout the
country, in which 643 salaried representatives of that
journal will ask heads of households their answer to the
following question:
““ Are you in favour of Great Britain isolating her-
self from all foreign armed forces—Navy, Army
and Air Force—in any war, unless our territory or
that of our Dominions and Possessions is menaced? "’
If this question is construed by the elector to mean: Do
you agree to our keeping out of war if we don’t lose
anything by doing so? he will doubtless say *¢ yes.”
!3U.t his ““ yes " will be utterly valueless, because he
1s incompetent to judge what constitutes a * menace.’’
For 1r_15tance, in Mr. Baldwin’s view, as was made
clear in a recent speech in the Houge, the invasion of
F}‘ance by the Germans would be a menace—in fact,
his words could be construed to mean that this would
amount to a virtual occupation of British territory.
That..bv itself, is sufficient to indicate that the talk of
;:%GSTng. danger to this country’s interests or to the

mpire in the circumstances postulated is one of ex-
treme technical difficulty, no matter how those interests
are defined. To those who grasp the underlying cause
of war, it will be apparent that the mere circumstance
?f war constitutes an incipient menace to all non-bel-
igerents in various degrees. The impulsion to go to
war is an impulsion to alter the general balance of
economic opportunity and reward; and the only situa-
fion in which neutral countries could afford to ignore the
fighting would be one in which (a) the victors were con-
tent with the fruits of victory extracted from the van-
q'unshud and (b) the vanquished were content with what
was left after they had yiclded them up.

mercial, and military sense by its neu

ome, having =

student of finance imagine such an oufc
obliged 1

gard to the laws under which nations aré
seek trade?

* *
Again, although a country
on the very highest moral
alter the fact that it stood to benefit i

+
i war

might keep out of @

grounds, that would nDE

na financial, 0%
trality, and that i

: - g h both
the belligerents went on fighting long en&:]gbenew‘
jlles

might find peace terms imposed on them by the
lent neutral. The United States made the &5
Treaty; and although it is true that that coul’ltf)’wf e
into the war, she came in so late that she tht out .
war with practically all she had got out OF = 0 in
By comingpin she \\'};n the formal right to P?map:t;ad :
the drafting of the Treaty, but in the meantimé on the
gained the real power to measure and 8PPOT T

gains and losses of the other belligerents: % ke
was more or less a bankers’ ramp engi neeredd rope"”
her dominance at Versailles look correct a2 I})moWs'
In the result, as every Social-Credit schO‘?1 that the
New York planted Basle on Europe- S'o, y t are i
scientists tell us about the horrible things 2 s

untries 5 b

happen to the populations of warring O™~ ihe
one might plausibly argue that it would not ace;
ligerents, but the neutrals, who were the meﬂake E""d
we should guess that the belligerents WO . o
care to drag them in against their wills anC L%, yrade
principles. Under bankers’ rule every nati £
thief; and you won’t see tW0 thieves fight
for booty to the point of collapse while azo,‘tl i

standing by waiting to pick them up—2%

Detaocracy or. DictatorsTiEg egﬂd"d-‘s
So the Daily Express’s agitation may be tadv o
of no immediate importance except as & ce ’50,‘
stunt. It may, however, attain ulterior ‘mp‘:iwcenﬁ
precedent for further and more ambitious et Won‘t:;
the privacy of the householder. o th
to the poll the poll must come
is no doubt that absenteeism fr sl
reached dimensions of disquieting n
rulers who wish to pursue their crooked 0y838! alf e
the visa of democracy. For if say .r;
people should boycott the elections, a2 :;t 25 oot
cate of dictatorship could adduce this fa goV?rrzg‘“;é
the electors had no use for Paflia“,’entar‘},le e Plc"’
To compel people to vote would .unpl': of mepeﬂ fof
but would destroy their value 23 evidence ;
will. So there is a good deal to b€ 53l -
the method of interviewing electors; B°
as a means of trying to reawaken eltheif P
affairs, and make them realisé that 1o the
dom to signalise their feelings js vitas
their last remaining liberties, however
may be noticed by the administrator™
Admittedly it s very little.

An Analogy From ROad‘,
Taking as an analogy the road—lsécgt’(‘) 54
it is broadly true to say that the €€~ atrd?® gy w
the amber light, while High Fm‘*f“: t0 88 ':o pe 9290
:oht is a Si : g

and the red. The amber light isa 8 g meth'ng w wfwl

sign’

sk

con
raté s e

coming up. You must stop becd

Can any

something, not to do it. nd the SO . ;

is one ofgt\vo mutually contradictory’, d;nf;:g p::w "ﬁ’l
or to ““ stop.’” If the amber light 53"[1 you  he s
green light you prepare to stop .beca w'lo g‘o:’;
the red is coming up- 1f it shin€® = h h"’a

light you prepare to g° because YOU - you
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olng: e
%h;n;;i(: ﬂogthSt'go because you have been stopping—
and therebg sv teu}ng you which you have been doing,
amber liohty Wwarning you to do the opposite. So the
of direCtim' :r}t;ltsdf' may be said to signalise a change
hat s Wh-(;t ‘t,i out, iz itself, indicating what direction.
the banker starie flll?cto_rs do. They are turned on when
out when he St linking of a new ramp, and are turned
egalises the puts it over. The amber light, as it were,
red, arbitrary alternation between the green and

* * e

Of :
di(rzgtl:l::(;z x:i?g()dy would desire that road-traffic should
ted under op, erently. The lights must be co-ordin-
Teason g thee control for obvious reasons. Lhe main
5, the exigt reason for any signalling at all, that
€ main r‘oadence Of. cross-traffic at points along
30Ce of aecide; necessitating precautions for the avoid-
able disu-ibl ents coupled with measures for an equit-
of helq.y, tuhon of delay among the various streams
o now,p Sur ai’ﬁc:' And the system works satisfactorily.
tivate pro pposing (a) that all the cross-traffic was the
there yor PCrtY of the signalling authority, and (b) that
1L, the prno necessity for it to cross the main road at
dlsapPear es}?nt contented tolerance of signalling would
familiy, sinh owever efficient the system. It was a
earip, i t, many years ago, to see the City police
Wougham - oute or the progress of Lord Rothschild’s
Cbbies v somewhere near the Mansion House; and the
Bart: for ;;;nmen and other road-users took it in good
of the Roth Y. FOuld see the relation between the basting
tchris i ;Chll(.i turkeys in the kitchens of the police on
dhe\ Part of th(;rmr;,gs- and obeisance to his Lordship on
e anothlgg ice on other mornings- One good turn
would s{aesdpec‘auy when done to a turn. Blllt
CE o nd for the holding up of the whole
bg 4nd eye ay fhree-mmute intervals for the whoie
ard-rQOmsry day just to let bankers pass by © their

- At least, not if he knew it.

LY :;he Bankers’ Cross-Traffic. .
g ippcnjng ;Per, and impersonal, sense that is what
3 o ic Poli: regards the main traffic of political and
m:& s needlesyl. The straight road of Joan-credit fin-
'(?SS 9 ObStrsy. and numerously intersected by cross-
€5, It th; )Uthe loan-credit accountancy, with the
Sig urnptioIl € progress of wealth along the route to the
WSalg,” o market is incessantly checked DY 'fhe
St — & aepay
> Otherspend "—“arm "Eo‘x‘-rgjsarm,“ this, that,
al designe'dall Punctuated by e democratic amberT
g "Ccuioto smooth out the physical JeT<s that
nlr’l‘eadlcmry in'nEd py a too sudden obedience to these
X cannoguncnm’s- The amber light car (}f) no
time it say *‘ Don't go *’_** Don’t stoP: nor
'S entry. The functions of all three lights
Catliey and must be. So, in the context of what
e fm“‘:h’i 1} Aappears that democracy is helpless,
At Q"ic:calmpoécnt- But not entirely. There
oy zh(.ng 2 worg S reminder-advertising- It is that. of
or slogan to the public, and relying
o evoke action
for the article
revert-

Bu‘ in a

Saye 1» 80 "'—*“ stop

e 8 tAerl‘mked

5 Um"]a 78
e 2tion bt.l"c force of the repetition t
Y cfln 8 the giving of an order
o YDo‘t;mg this to traffic signals, and
% Da“:s. Taffic of ‘l’;'llcal picture of hold-ups caused by
tich t.“ lege ankers, if you suppose someone were
he anl::(:r(.)ss the glass of the amber light,

ers are about to cross,”’ OFF The

AvVe neq
rl N
Y crossed,” anq that these appeared

in order at every hold-up, it would not be long before
everyone on the road would associate with the words
“go” and ‘ stop,” the further words “‘for the
bankers.””  The ambiguity of the first combination :
“ Go for the bankers *’ would not be a disadvantage, for
it would catch the eye just at the moment when the
«¢ prospect ”* felt in the mood to curse at something or
other. The snag would be that nobody is allowed to
meddle with the road signals. But in the field of poli-
tical policy the people do retain the right to “ meddle
in this sense; and that right, as we say, depends on the
survival of Parliamentary forms in the British Con-
stitution. The practical difficulties in the way of such
meddling may appear insuperable, but some element of
freedom still remains while attempts to meddle are not

indictable or punishable.

The Way of the Dictator.

the case against dictatorship, for that

Herein lies
and

system postulates the infallibility of the dictator,
thereby logically rules out complaints and criticisms as
subversive of the Constitution. In a proven critical
emergency dictatorial powers have to be conceded.to
any Government, because of the speed with w.hu;h
co;npetence must be exercised to avert a danger within
2 measurable time-limit. So ' speed *' becomes th’e
essence of the dictator’s frandulent contract. ““ There's
no time to consult you,"” says he, .and if you d_emand
time you'll do time.” He improvises scares, invents
plots,- fabricates dangers, all to the end that the People
to distrust their judgment and despise the

democratic forms which recognised it and encouraged
the expression of it.

* * =
an established dictator does is 10
hrough which he might be 1€
on of that mach-
He does assume
y fix it on him in
ot over-

The first tbing :
<mash the machinery {
;lezliie‘;. Logically s0 iqr t}le pr.esle‘rvan
inery is & negation of his infallibility.
responsibility, but the people can onl
their hearts and be thankful that tiiey are ]n 3 i
heard, He does not need to be efficient, first y,d e;auis
the permanent officials of the G?vemmen}: an anm
run the country, and, secondly, Decause e gag;ll he
newspapers and blocks all other avenues f)f pix 1c1t3(,rl
through which his incompetence could be disclosed an
discussed. On Sunday last the ne\‘fspapers' here were
describing 2 wireless device by \vhxci\ Nazi detectives
could listen-in to conversations in private houses from
a car several yards distant. Itisa very small box

which can be planted in the suspect’'s room an
will pick up everything he says ami transmit it Oul?ldl?.
Whether the story is true or mot 1N all (lietmlsf it 15,
quite enough to know that the inventors claims are
being looked into by the German Government.

The French as Democrats. .
into France must be like en-

To cross from Germany mus
ne with an instinet for free-

tering a new world to anyo ; insh :
dom. We are relyingon a leading article Hll wa TI%CS
of August 31 for the substance of what follows. he

French Budget for 1935 is now ready- It is to be bal-
) tion is to be imposed.

anced by saving: no new taxation 15 o i
Speaking of its prospects, the writer in The Times says

this:
¢ The French political system makes the Deputy
peculiarly sensitive to the wishes, oOF the supposed
wishes, of his constituents, and the member of thf:
Finance Council has always to remember that his

work must have the approval of his party colleagues
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in the Chamber, who, in turn, will always be mind-
ful of the electors. The Budget that goes to the
Chamber after it has been amended by the Finance
Committee will be a very different document from the
Budget drafted by the Finance Minister.””

However, the ‘ National Government > under M. Dou-
mergue enjoys the advantage of a truce between parties,
* and, so long as the truce holds, the Budget can be
“ driven through ” the ““ mists ”’ or ‘‘ storms " of cri-
ticism without much fear of shipwreck. But M. Dou-
mergue, in asking for the co-operation of all parties in
carrying out his financial policy may have to put the
truce to a severe test. Deputies will be certain to re-
spond to talk in the constituencies; and if the talk be-
comes a clamour the party leaders ‘‘ could easily forget
the truce.” The French people, says the writer, may
be'disappointed with the meagre results of the in-
quiries info the Stavisky and Prince scandals which
brought them out on the streets last February, but they
are not likely to get quarrelsome just on that account,
the reason being that “ the French are too contemptu-
ous of politicians to be much disappointed.”  No;
what will set them alight will be ““ a further decline in
pros.per,i’ty," if such should happen. ““ A certain level
of life,”” observes the writer, is necessary for ‘‘ tran-

quillity ”—*“ the economic f i
e actor will govern the

- * *

How true; how trye, And particularly so in France
wlgere Governmental competence is measured by con-
créte result; * What do I care whether the franc looks
the d.ollar in the face,” said a French artisan on one
occasion, ““ so long as my dinner and my wine are on
the'table every day?  And though, in moments of
excitement, the French frequently make much ado about
poth.mg, they are too shrewd to remain under the settled
lllusmn‘that €conomic distresses are caused by private
peculation of the Stavisky type. Tt is doubtful whether
the.y.“.rere really anxious to procure the exposure of the
pollt?uans Who were suspected to have been in with
Stavisky; but what they might have in mind, and ought
to, is whether the high financial interests behind the
Budget are blackmailing the delinquents into supporting
the Budget. If bankers don’t know best, they know
most; .amd it is hardly likely that any clique of offending
politicians and their friends could have prevented or
staved off disclosure except with bankers’ connivance:
although one must allow that in a country where thé
cheque-using habit is not favoured the bankers’ intel-
ligence-service is cramped.
Dr. Schacht’s Claims.
Whatever the reasons for Dr. Schacht's speech at Bad
Eilsen it marks him as a heretic. It is a settled canon
of high financial rectitude that bi-lateral agreements must
not be determined uni-laterally—which is the humbug
for the plain proposition that if you make a bargain
with another fellow you must not cry off on your own.
Even if you can't do what you agreed to do you must
tell him so and help him to satisfy himself that you
can’t. In form Dr. Schacht may have adhered to the
rule, but his choice of a public occasion for demanding
a moratorium, and his provocative manner of discuss-
ing the demand, combine to make this move of his a

constructive breach of it.
* * *

In a leading article in The Times, written no doubt
by a City expert, it is pointed out that Germany is better
able to pay at this moment because the favourable

balance of trade between her and Britain has mc‘“ﬂ
lately. The writer goes further and complais
““ foreign investors have been disquieted r
“ by the curious manoeuvres With the e;‘c it
control through which the price of German z bl
was depressed because money Wwas noltd . nd
to pay the interest on them, though it COUCY
to buy them back at the depressed pflCeS- o
Lastly, Dr. Schacht is reminded that EIEI?;ES:I the &
ago at a general meeting of the Reichsba
change problem he said: al sand
““. . . whatever these results may be w;iess in 08
by our debt obligations in foreign cout hieh e
to maintain the confidence in F;erglany ;l 1t ;ade'"
quire for our future relationships in WO 9 et i
Perhaps the most interesting fact noted 'bz imister fa‘
that Dr. Schacht has been created :Actm%  th Reic
Economics while still remaining Presxdentl_she d
bank. This is a breach of another esta‘tll_l
doctrine, that the control of credit P(‘)’H‘cc;
entirely separate from that_of political pn-o] i
the two systems and objects of Co:n ut the tv:M
separate even in the hands of one n;dea 2 Sepf: uaﬂ"

G Lo be rega ti £
sponsibilities could not long be It s S o
i the politicians a0 " 5. (G #5,

the public, let alone }: dnal role porte;l e ¢

lawyers. What the presen
thing) it is difficult to say- 2y g
recall) that Dr. Luther, thg ex-P}esx%t;I;ntagu Noted b“
bank, seems to have remained N r'ﬁ;re Be Yacaf onof
confidant ever since, as well as ‘t?e uplerS on 2
office. On one occasion, after \lx‘/lsa sro L phozoﬂxo
ing Hitler's rise to power, We SaV represet G
;ngan English newspaper Purporténign t:hat gallelf}'35 o
financial rulers of the world; anh vas thewe
Dr. Luther, not Dr. Schacht, who
senting Germany.

Technical Supplements t0

Correspondence arising from
already issued is being €XCh
More correspondence is invitec: 4
make the points of amy.cl'ltl‘:IS 5
textual amendments as if for g Supplem ce
grams used by Mr. Adamsont (1b35i5 of refe
be adopted as the perr_rtaﬁenthe & T
future attempts to elucidate :ed
ther along the lines he adOP.SO' ;
fixed diagrammatic standarddlrnson
ability for adoptiniMr. A ato
when we say that feferences
reaching us in periodicals from :
references the contributors assum
ance with the five-stage proceSSO ool
etc.) and the figures (200 40.;1”'
Mr. Adamson based his reasonie
bered, too, that the first of the 4
Mr. Adamson’s, but one put B
A + B Theorem. The .CO_nm
refer is worth while publlshmgg3 N
with other matters until we havco
Supplement later on. For thgntin
and propagandists, we ar¢ I]’;Z o 12
‘diagrams alone. They will objec
to their correspondence on t einquif 2
themselves or from them t0 High H(:'s b
should be addressed to 70 panti®?
There is no charge for the sma 4q
to be required. .

It may be (thh

o
e 5
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The True Cost of Living.

’ Attempts have been made from time to time by de-
fenders of the present system to prove that the purchas-
g power of Wwages has not declined to anything like
ri c;}:tent that one would expect who listened to Social-
e fadvoc'ates. Some apologists have taken the
ot adducing the contemporary cost-of-ljving index-
Wit]l;eer:nd the Wage-rates of large sections of the
‘Vage-raé and relating the iwo to the datum index and
es of 1913-14.

arrlj‘,?e‘; the cost-of-living index-figure has always been
. somat by the process.of recording at given inter-
of goOdse.h"n.dmdS of ruling prices for selected classes
lating . in different pa.rts of the country, and calcu-
Tatig tq otr}r: them an ’all-m weighted average stated as a
Wages 10 € datum index of 100, Thus if as against
figures sho ‘i‘"d cost-of-living index 100 in 1913 the
Usion would RO¥, b". 160 and 120 respectively, the con-
Ber ould be invited that there had been a rise of
cent. in the buying power of the wage-earner.

gm_e‘;rzra.rz tWo snags in this reasoning. Firstly the
and o), ¢ based on unit-rates of price and incorpe,
€ incomno account of how many people are earning
liabje j; ¢ to pay the prices. To make the figures re-
Would have to be shown that the same number

writer's friend: ““ Do you suppose those grouse were
shot yesterday? ** ‘“ Well, why not?’’ asked the
woman. “* Why not!—because you wouldn't get such
grouse yet under 10s., even if you got any at all—
they're all gone to class hotels and rich men’s houses.”’
The woman hesitated, but the speaker went on:
*“ There’s no argument about it: you go back and look
at the birds, and tell me if you can see their eyes. You
won’t—and the reason is they’ve all been in a refriger-
ator for a year, maybe two or three.”

Another example. That same woman'’s father, about
a fortnight earlier, bought a tin of Iobster, and had
some. At the time she was now talking about the grouse
he had just got out of bed after an attack of poisoning
culminating in pnenmonia which nearly carried him off
on Bank Holiday.

In the official computation of the cost of living, no
allowance is made for doctors’ services; yet economy
in cost of production tends to multiply risks of illness.
Cases of poisoning by pease pudding were reported not
long ago; and if the originating cause had been tracked
down (which it rarely is) there is little doubt that the
peas would have been found to have been refuse-
sweepings from rat-infested warehouse-floors on some
dockside somewhere.  These are extreme cases, but
they serve to emphasise the general undermining of
health threatened by the cutting of costs, to the ex-
tent that the standard of health declines, the eventual
cost of living rises by an equivalent amount. In the
case of the pease pudding, the price paid to eat it must
be increased by the price paid to get over eating it in
order to arrive at the true price of the pudding.

The authorities, it is true, try their best to keep down
the cost of getting well following on the price of

°0n$§§ﬁl: Were employed in the periods selected for
€ in WOOI;(' For example, if in January Ioo people
in DZ at £2 a week on a price-index of, say, 150,
€ inq cember 50 are in work at £3 a week on the
erg 1, % it is nonsense to suggest that the ‘* work-
the « ‘ave 50 per cent. more purchasing power. For
Vorkers "' would now comprise

50 people on wages = fr50

0 people on doles, say ... = 50

Total ... f200

I

incp €T words, g

fam > Would b

req U2 groung
Ognijse that

Can (a) ek th

“’age
. ~T;
in, CTate

e purchasing-power of their combined
e the same as it was before. This is
to readers of this journal, who will
€ mechanisation of industrial processes
“apen unit-prices, or (b) permit of higher
e msx' OT both together, but at the cost of reduc-
v fn €I of wage-earners, and thereb}{ contr{ict-
Olume of consumption-demand, an immediate
¢ Which in time must cancel out even the
econgy.. "CAtS to the employed themselves.
ftes  Y> SUPposing that employment and wage-
N constant (i.e., the 100 workers continue in
ang e s Week) and that the cost-of-living index
Sages wil] ir Shag remains, which is that although the

8
of Whay; 2 more, the question remains open: More

:“fabﬂit'y-, vantity, yes: but what about quality and
lheed~ eXp}q 1S 1S an aspect of the problem which
e . Oration, ang il repay the effort, because

i
apDreciatg Senerally (and notably the women) can all
e ewaCti and arguments about these matters,
im'dence as ol them care about impersonal statistical
Portapn, to their ‘economic condition. What is more
Wine on tl'ie rzl Soc"f‘“C{edit propagandist, if he will
Y fi fing € of inquirer as he mixes with people,
reg Mony opof Overwhelmed with first-hand, honest
taj) trage out what will be called the ramps of the
Toq ¢ g :
;::,‘Om \vhof_gn‘sl‘]lder an example. A woman came in to a
sgd burg omf' Present writer was speaking to a friend,
mo‘“ﬂd.so-s " Just fancy, they're selling grouse at
Oth: e s 25+ and it's only the thirteenth of the
t that quick.’” Quick? " responded the

|

getting ill.  The patient is protected by regulations
against ‘‘ excessive prescription.”” There is monetary
economy in slow recovery—as will be seen in the cases
of pauper patients dosed indiscriminately with the
famous mist. alb. (Epsom salts flavoured with pep-
permint), for all sorts of ailments. Anyone who gets
well on that (or despite it) in, say, three months, obvi-
ously saves himself (or the State) more money than
if he received the benefit of individual diagnosis 'and
appropriate treatment effective in, say, a fortnight.
As a matter of fact, it does not matter whether he get's
well or not, seeing that industry’s requirements of his
labour are so small. Nevertheless, however economical
the treatment, the point remains that the official cost
of living on an inferior dietary is less than the full
cost to the unfortunate consumer.

Then there is the quality of ingredients. .Take
Oil of Juniper, for example. At one time this was
made exclusively from the berries.  To-day, unless
you are very careful, you will get an oil of the same
name made from the bark or roots. ,h mxgbt be
(this is guessing) one quarter of the price, but if you
have to take twelve times the quantity, it 15 rc_*all_v thrge
times the price.  Again, take two borderline condi-
ments like vinegar and mustard. Where can you get
authentic vinegar comparable to what was in use twenty-
five years ago, that natural product emergent from
grapes or grain which, on the one hand, preserved
vegetables in fit state for consumption, and was in
itself a fluid having definite curative properties when
applied externally (as in bran plasters)? Contrast this
with the acrid, almost fuming, liquor with which so
many of our pickles are charged to-day—simulation
syntheses in which the hand of God takes no part.
Then as to mustard: the latest gossip among poor
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people is about the composition of the bulk-sold article
now being distributed; one speculation (and a plausible
9ne) being that so much of the authentic mustard seed
is required for poison gas that substitutes (any powder
colourable and flavourable) are being foisted on the
public. Here is an allegation which even amateur
microscopists might verify. Returning to medicaments,
another thing complained about is iodine.  Elderly
people can remember the time when an iodine stain
on the skin could not be removed, but had to be left
to ““ wear off,”’ as they say. Now, there is no diffi-
culty. Whether the explanation lies in dilution or
substitution no one can tell.

Turning next to tobacco. A few days ago we

tested a cigarette—one of a well known proprietary
brand. We lighted it and laid it down across the
flange of an ash-tray. It burnt away like a slow fuse;
and had completely turned into ash in fifteen minutes.
Why? The paper had been whitened with saltpetre.
Nothing else. The same tobacco wrapped in untreated
paper, would cease to burn when the cigarette was not
being actually smoked. Since practically every popular
cigarette to-day is wrapped in treated paper, readers
may like to compute the collective weight of tobacco
being wasted in idle combustion day by day in this
country. In the test just described, the money-rate
fJf the waste was 1d. in thirty-five minutes. The burn-
ing of wheat and coffee at intervals strikes the imagi-
nation of the public, but the unheeded continuous and
equally contrived destruction of tobacco —overtops
those spectacular emergency-measures. The tobacco
trade, like the mustard trade, keeps solvent on waste in
consumption.

It may seem a curious thing, incidentally, that, having

regard to the fire risks inherent in smouldering cigar-
ettes, the insurance interests do not use their influence
to eliminate them. We know, of course, that premiums
are adjusted to cover risks as they are; and no doubt
most insurance companies number tobacco securities
among their assets, in which case one might say that
their dividends on wasted tobacco covered claims aris-
ing from burnt houses. Let us hope this is not true;
for it would set a bad example to such people as Mr.
Leopold Harris and his fellow fire-raisers. ~ But there
is another probable explanation. It appears that the
saltpetre lends weight, thickness, and stiffness to the
paper, without which—so it is said—the tongues of the
cigarette-rolling machines could not lick up and gulp
the papers one by one at the speed they do. So the
untreated paper has to be rolled or filled by hand.
That, of course, is a form of ** waste ” which, natur-
ally, the arbiters of economic policy cannot be ex-
pected to tolerate. We shall have to wait for the
Age of Leisure—or, as our esteemed contributor, “0ld
and Crusted,” would put it—the Age of Vocation,
when, perchance, every man and maiden, with nothing
better to do, will roll his or her own cigarettes, and be
the better in health as well as in pocket by doing so.

To sum up, statistics of cost are valueless until related
to reliable indices of durability.  Just have a look at
the household utensils, etc., whether of wood or metal,
exposed for sale in the popular stores to-day. They
all bear time-honoured names; but ask yourself (or in-
vite someone with a long memory to tell you) how
many of them live up to their names, or, more appo-
sitely, will last up to them. Cheap!—yes; but what
abont frequency of replacement?

more than to refer to The Times, which was 2.
these pages recently, as virtually saying that the blllldil
ing schemes now in progress will provide employ
ment for people engaged on repairs and renew_als' g
was something like recommending a sales-push in CAEH
kettles and saucepans as a means by which the i
chasers could afterwards employ tinkers and solder
Declension in quality is disguised price-

when that is said readers of this journal will 2 -
further prompting as to the value of investigation ce-
propaganda on this aspect of our existing final
economy.

tralia.

Money Power in AuS .
ECD”‘”’"“'

[Reproduced from a leading article in The New .
Every time the Loan Council meets the (l:ommin@'
wealth Bank Board meets also. Some SlmP;mnged-:
think this a coincidence, but in fact it iS all pre- nweallh‘»
Indeed it must be so; for without the cOme‘nt‘]”e Lo
Bank Board to approve O disapprove © resence of
Council’s ‘“ suggestions,’”” and without thé pwhid‘ 1he
the Loan Council as the medium through s paﬁg:)'"
Commonwealth Bank Board instrume.ntstol =
nothing would occur. Both are es'sent']al eryone
tive wiring of the Credit Control Circuit: this Supes”
familiar with the procedure conngcted wi i usﬂ“,w
Parliament of Australia. Visiting ment oppoft“’“q
assemble at the same hotel, S0 that amplé & g jded*

is provided for making contacts and excha% - o

Reports are prepared by 2 committee of soundﬁ:;
surers, those self-appointed watch-dogs © reports pold
cial policy > and “ economy,”’ and .thesetions of

the basis of discussions. The delibers haswl’.?;

chambers are secret, and the Press pe{fo'l::?s bellevg(g
face its news by ‘it is Jearned ’ Of h; Loan co
Occasionally when some members o dictate® ogfoi‘d
exhibit a disinclination to accept thei o BaPE it
bankers we read that ‘ the Chairman 0" ©o. igtels
addressed the Council,”” or that the POme e
man of the Loan Council, and the Cha‘tr;e]
Board, and another, perhaps: et

private conference.’”

And if some individual mem
able act of venting his indigna
attitude, in public, as happened on &
then the stately Board condescends
cue CFE lanation as given pERR ipulaté any .,':Sud-
« The board di({]eﬂgta&\;,‘:ircﬁ;[l‘gl;};ould pe I

: ull™” d
ber commits the.nk o
tion at the B 0O
this rece g
furnish

amount to which t by port'
has no authority to do sC: p s ;
No stipulation was made hlhi‘}o ¥ wealt "J
42,000,000 relief gr:\[pt_c(lﬁbg_»‘ :Pc o8 v
applied to reduce deficit ure. o 10 8 .“d’
Pil was competent for the L(?(:lﬁ"clth for 1 "f:r. (h’::,d
any amount it thought fit for o - vould prv'pt' iné Wi
The board did indicate that 10n the m L,di(i"",d
deficits were financed by @ 1080 €0 g conCicate

by Treasury
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ifit g « competent for th i
an ; e Loan Council to approve of
ﬂ,g E;na‘:luncto’t thought fit for deficits for 1934-1;}5),” that
1181060,000 ‘gcﬂ had proposed £15,000,000 instead of
ovel’llmelitg _t?es anyone imagine that of itself, or the
to incur thos 1t is presumed to represent, it has the power
ung] e deficits? Nothing of the sort. The Loan
out the Saint-t the power to incur the deficit of £1 with-
holds the ction of the.Banking System, which alone
deficit, Pﬂ?wer of creating that extra £ to finance the
10 create motler to mal.{e.a decision resides in the power
Govemments €y, and it is because individuals as well as
System t, : are deprived of that power by the Banking
om in ﬁn;; ; allk of GOYemmental and individual free-
s i c1al matters is not only a mockery, it is a lie.
Of Febry, by Mr. John Dix in the New Economics
ﬂsﬁztiz last, in an article entitled ** Finance and
APPropriateq on,” the Federal Budget Surplus has been
t Sy to reduce the States’ deficits, and upon
pon the ¢, In no way mitigate the States’ dependence
Temarks oo mmonwealth for financial aid. This writer’s

worth quoting :

«
From .
any G the viewpoint of Finance, it is iniquitous that

thag ito‘;lexl;nr;]ent should fail to balance its budget, and
Anced thmuu,: have a deficit which may have to be fin-
1S even ’moré the finding of money by the banks. But it
our ﬁnancierpmp"sterous and unthinkable to the minds of
Same time ; that another Government should, at the
SUrplyg o D26 @ surplus, and actually distribute that
NE Tt s :_"Est the community by * extravagant ’ spend-
be pliedli: ﬂzle, therefore, that the Federal surplus will

hole or in part to reducing the deficits of
< ;’}: 1; is unlikely that the money will be
€ any fields e{ tates, or that the Commonwealth will
oney \Wilt be = of taxation in favour of the States. The
Mereage th lSPQ"SEd on conditions that will in no way

€ real independence of the States.”

the ¢,

Frustrated Culture.

In By Joh
an arg oy n Hargrave.
3o, 1 Ticle published in Tue New AGE some time

i ereofoe of our present culture as pre-Social Credit

it Y Pove;g; &u.s trated culture_“ a * culture ' as cul-

hag oy o -stricken as the Age of Scarcity in which
1al Creq: g,

::re' It :;glt itself, as an idea, is the offspring of cul-

Caning ; LondS upon culture, if we define the word as

i g in
4t de “ellectual development. The expression of the

“Epen
?rf,“’auy 3;0 ;‘POH a logical process of reasoning, and
oy cial maﬂ{ematical logic demonstrating that
be':al velg Credit is the child of centuries of intel-
out tely o osel:lment. The word * offspring "’ was deli-
above. Social Credit ‘* springs ' clear

I;ast into the present, and is opposed to the
of Cry ll pliesent._
it ':"’ Pl'es;:nt S not that so with all the other aspects
bt Ang culture in all its manifestations? No,
be g5 th?f is the whole point. Social Credit
the Cslt by ** an abnormally logical intellect
ed‘u . it ural past. But it is out of that past
t“'lillF 'S not 'oaln d because of that the idea of Social
th lnhc"itancl.l ¥ a dynamic contribution to the cul-
t“‘e?- i ﬂ(' of mankind, it js also the starting-point
thig A\of a culture that cannot be the “ cul-

difﬁ: shayy & ge of Needless Poverty.
ag o in Pr!*,o;:x once, and I think we should have no
4 nt 'Cing example after example to prove,
intelle tcultun.f- (by which we mean con-
Ctual achievement in all the arts, in

philosophy, and in science) is, except for the actual
mechanical progress of inventive engineering—and even
here the dead hand of frustration is to be found strangu-
lating every effort that jumps too far ahead and so
threatens entrenched financial positions—unborn.

For the most part, the ‘‘ culture ** that we know to-
day is no more the offspring of the cultural past than
a stillborn child can be said to be the offspring of its
parents. Unable to come forth from the womb of the
past, it may be likened to a degenerating embryo. It
has failed to spring off—to spring out of—the past. It
is painfully conscious of its own frustration, and because
of this it keeps turning head-over-heels, being ““modern,”’
going ga-ga; ‘* stunting " because it is stunted. Ithasa
morbid desire to be ** new,”” and the very word *‘ new *’
has become an obsession with it. It is hopelessly con-
scious of this, and begins groping its way back to one
or other classic foundation—only to find that it is per-
forming yet another silly antic. Hither and thither it
twists and turns, frantic, lost within the matrix—unable
to come forth out of it.

So far as literature is concerned, what is there now—
now that Social Credit has sprung into the world of
ideas—that is useful to the writer who is a serious crafts-
man? Only the writer himself, the world about him,
and (for ourselves) the cipher-series of twenty-six letters
of the alphabet that have come down to us from the
Phoenician, Babylonian, Hebrew, Egyptian, Greek, and
other cultures of antiquity:—

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz.

Of course, but the world about him includes all the
culture of the past and the present: he cannot ignore
it, cannot avoid it? No, why should he? The chick

that is forming within the egg does not ignore or avoid
It absorbs it,

the nourishment contained in the egg.
uses it, pecks its way through the shell—and comes out.
Keeping to the simile, we shall say that the eggs are ’
defective and mostly infertile: that the hens producing
these eggs are either too fat, too thin, have gone
“ proody,”” are diseased, and unable to lay a good egg.

A serious writer to-day, sensing the world about him—
a world in which the idea of Social Credit has come
forth—can find but one theme that will allow him to
become dynamic in using the cipher-series of twenty-
six letters. That theme may be called The New
Economic Theme. It does not follow, of course, that
because this is so, he will be able to do anything worth
doing with this theme. He may be so frustrated,
thwarted, diverted, spoiled, by the economic and cul-
tural environment in which he finds himself as to be
unable to take hold of it and use it. Nevertheless, Pe—
cause the economic issue is now the all-dominant quctstlc?n
before industrialised mankind, any attempt to avoid 1;,
to skip across it, to treat it flippantly, or to cogfuse it
with mysticism of any kind, will result in nothing but
further cultural frustration.
We shall find, and we are already finding, that 'the
literary forms that could, for example, be 'used fairly
successfully in carrying and pmjecting SO_cmhsm cannot
be used to carry and project Social Credit. One of the
chief reasons is, that Social Credit is an idea, fully formu-
lated and expressed in a formula of logic, whereas Social-
ism was, and is, an ideal incapable of any very definite
formulation at all,

From America we have been told that * A very in-
teresting Utopian novel could be written showing con-
cretely the working of the Douglas scheme.” So it

0
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could_, but let us hope it won’t. For whereas the
Utopla.n novel is a literary form that can further an
ideal, it is a form that can only hinder an idea. The
very fact that this is not immediately understood, or at
least sensed, by writers (but that, on the contrary, they
no sooner hear of the idea of Social Credit than they turn
back to the Utopian novel) is an indication of what is
mE{ant by “ a ‘culture’ that is as culturally poverty-
stricken as the Age of Scarcity in which it has deve-
loped.”” The Utopian novel is the product of
poverty. Before the “ birth ”’ of the idea of Social
Credit, the Utopian novel had a raison d’étre arising
out of the social-economic system. There being no
st_)lution to the problem, the urge to sustain the hopes
of man by means of a dream-projection—an ideal world—
was perfectly natural. Social Credit, springing out of
the culwure of the past into the present as a fully fledged
idea, has destroyed the raison d’étre of the Utopian novel.
You do not dream about doing what you want to do,
whe_n you know you can actually do it—you begin to
do it. At any rate you try to do it.

Tt is hardly too much to say that almost the whole
of the culture of the arts as we know them, and as they
have been known since the days of the prehistoric cave
scratchers and painters, are dream-projections arising
frorp human frustration. On condition that the frus-
tration is a reality, the art-culture can be virile and
useful. In a real Age of Scarcity the artist may suffer
want, his art may be crude, and must in some way be
twisted, gnarled, harsh, or reduced to broken oddments.
Nevertheless, it is likely to be virile.

Never before in the history of our species has there
been an Age of Scarcity in the midst of Plenty, such as
we know to-day. Social Credit revealed that the frus-
tration was not (is not) a reality. There need not be
any frustration.

From that moment—from the moment when Douglas
formulated his idea in logical sequence in his own mind,
and made it known—it was clear that the whole of the
culture projected since the rise of the financial system
Wwas progreSsively false, unsatisfactory, weak, confused,
inert—not a reality.

IF is easy to understand that without the cultural in-
;entance of men like Archimedes, Euclid, Socrates,

ythagoras, and the many other minds of the same
1gener:;l type, the idea of Social Credit could not have
‘een .ormed'. Nor could it have been formed except
;111]1 Ithls particular age and at this time. Taking into

; account all the unknown influences of the arts and
of P}PIOSOPh_V upon the psychic make-up of the per-
sonality an,d the mind, it would be surprising to find
that Bacon’s ““ New Atlantis,”” or Campanella’s “ City
of the S'un," or Morris’s ““ News from Nowhere,”’ or
‘I?ellamy s ““Looking Backward,’”” or Butler’s

Erewhon,” or Wells’s ‘“ Modern Utopia,” or any
work of any of the imaginative writers and poets, or
any drawing, painting, sculpture or music of any age
whatever, had any direct or traceable originating-in-
fluence in which the idea of Social Credit might have
found an initial impulse or a culture-bed.

We' know that what may be called the engineer type
of mind has ‘“ something in it of the poet and the
dreamer,”’ but (as was pointed out in reply to Professor
Robertson during the B.B.C. broadcast) it is, as a
matter of fact, a different type of mind, in that ‘“ the
dreams of the engineer usually come true.”” He does
not find an idea and throw it far from him into the
world of fantasy. He brings ideas from the realm of

d of reality—2 very
idea of Socit

dream-projection into the worl
different thing.
It so happens that this particular { g
Credit goes to the root of the physical exxstenceun
human life on earth. Because of this it cuts to the®
of cultural development. It changes all cultural ¥ )
(and, therefore, all cultural forms, techniques, sgi
tend to become inadequate) because it destroys o?dea’
what has been the eentral theme—the ruling !
since the Reindeer Period and before:
to Quercome the Forces of Nature. fairly
It would take a long time, but it would be dao i
simple matter, to show that this has been the s
ting idea around which the whole of Culmred out
volved, and from which it has spread out 3"ts
all its manifold complications and reﬁ.nemetn Sl;' of
most delicate poetic expression, the highes “holog”
metaphysical conjecture, the most intricate ptsi};ﬂ o and
cal interpretation, the most exhilarating €m° o
intellectual stimuli projected via 10 matter itie
all, all are woven from that central themeé— It 5%
of man’s physical struggle to remain ahv:‘it is takd
deeply rooted in the mind and feelings tha ol
as one takes oxygen into the lungs: without
Sooial Credit shows that this strugele =
merely by pointing to the achievements
science (that has been done @ thousan ving
of no use—no help at all), bu by 8! Jied s
mechanism for obtaining the results of apP .
at this very moment—now- Jog
In doing so, it not only Wipes out i I:;g p“"g;
the present financial system, it wipes O upo?
culture that has grown up like 2 f“ngft syt
economic decay due to the non-logic of P 3 ofwr
Owing to an automatic urgeé (Wthh > ?storted > &
““ safety first ”” conditioning due t0 O " g upo"aw
dards of value) Social Credit is oitefl 10,‘,’ that i
a mere ‘‘ revolution iz bc;ok-keelssmg trathe‘;: @
applied—we must skip nimbly acro om0
cult stretch of groundg—will allow us 1 go” culto™
comfortably, with our present pettifogg? i ther® g
That is exactly what it will not €0 . 4o sto‘gc,(l
be no Strong Dictator with a Big ° " on8 ,-oiw
It is the idea in operation that will stoff,'w'e shﬂu s"’u
utterly free to develop this « culture, 160 we g 4
that we have no real culturé to de;:e hat Iﬂ;ﬂnj
be forced to scrap it, and start 2 TeS Credit is Tt
disconcerting—but that is WhY Soct ’ ~n/al‘d
important. It will change us y
very painful that change is like b
A mere ‘‘ revolution in bo"k__keepfu:he hu?
result in a most drastic revol}m"‘;e‘; is
in action. And the first action : ;
the mechanism of Social Credit. E‘Zn 5 :3“"
selves to consider how that is 0 be dor 'a'nf“l g
way and that with unflagging energy t
Yet the idea will drive us to 90 ¥ 1. ghe f e
drive we find that we cannot accomP ﬁln to l,’fh, /
of this idea into action by attemP " Rpe 18 yaw ‘
position with the culture-tools forg® a momf“‘. .
by the economics of frustration- they
your weight on them to heave—"=:2

|
board, or snap. this & ol
The fact is: we must throw av:;{ real " W
and use ¢;\ll

pretends to be culture, ¢ all
of action. pasis © The

What are they? They are thgiit spf’"g'mbt"s
from which the idea of Social Cre@ S, att

of them is: correct cz'dculalwﬂ'
but in emotional reactions.
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The Point of the Pen.
By R. Langier.
No. 10.—HUMOUR, THE ENEMY.

“ g ;i
very good library could be started by leaving out
Jane Austen.”

M: ;
Mark Twain was rather fond of this sort of thing. Too

fond,
sold ouIt\I(;f) tfhp ul: too fine a point on it, he frequently
well e Philistines. And since he knew quite

W z
ably. Bat he was doing, no doubt he suffered consider-
So! :
um;?;l')gdyh;a‘d that the Bible was ‘‘ rather lacking in
especially in f;]y great writers appear to lack humour,
Preted by ¢, e sense in which ‘‘ humour *’ is inter-
A attack o mob. Such “‘ humour "’ is, only too often,
auty, Oro.n the ﬁ.nest. things in life, on transcendent
0 esmart.‘ntenﬁcmal integrity. It is so pitifully easy
 The Pun'{:o difficult to be profound, or even wise.
1 Englang 1 in the mob—the type so commonly found
hateg beCauand Amenca—f!‘equeutly hates beauty, and
Word ¢ ea:fif:le”fem- Such people avoid the very
&€ of the king v} unless they apply it to food! They
e rude ‘Who, in the cheaper seats of our theatres,
a'bout to emlgms“ with their mouths, when Romeo is
Slon; the consm'ce Juliette. Hysteria. Sexual suppres-
thing that ;q IC‘O“S and unconscious crushing of every-
gainst o ovely in human existence. Said Goethe:
The g u%eflqnty there is no defence but love.”
carn o ek industrialism, have no leisure in which
g i appreciation of art. The hack journalists,
Most vicious‘t’vho live by creating and pandering to the
Not. 7p = taste, cannot love beauty, because they dare
3 Permitte :is that much hope for humanity: if people
best, then the;, or will allow themselves to love what is
Shger o¢ ¢ o Whole nature changes; they can no longer
dmjpy g ' things; they have no choice but to express
B o i if it is only ** the lip-service that vice
Ol dei) And even such flattery is dangerous:
: the y falling in love! So the hacks must be
"1y must be humorous and ** low-brow *'; they
B Whegrzofh fellows,” in offices where they * rag,”
¢ Slappeq ey drink to forget, whilst they slap and
thetje heartily on the back. It is all rather

€se L
thej, Sex:;rsl-m which men, who have failed to adjust
Ping into l:gsy start by being * jolly,” and end by
ligg - t2ken m eir beer, as they hic-cup Kipling's “ T
el Y fon where T found it . . ! There is
, the Fln France, and no pubs. Sexually speaking,
ec in::;:?ymm is a realist, not a sentim.entalist.f
) 15 , S0 necessary to an appreciation o
sﬁiuve nglacx?:ln monly valued in every civilised country,
i and America, where the Puritans have

Tig
k Shame.
A?:“’fl in t;efaced.la“ShMg at beautiful things is un-
i‘ldien 4, ang Latin countries, - in Russia, in South
ha\"?ate is 0 Scandinavia. The kind of “ humour ™
wa:”heard Cqmte dl_ﬁerent from honest criticism. I
forty .°ff~coloi;u,s,° hissed in Monte Video, because he
the"€ight o - 22d many of the hissers had waited
an&y Wou notrfl outside the opera-house. In England
Spy ek hiss a man with such a reputation,
lct.nn have pe not know if he sang off the note. In
Yepe. . DUt op] ard rude noises made at theatrical love
S ingj Y because the artists were bad, or the
of the i), S°CTely written '
on ¢ %
"hy Y ceti::,eme.d.by the greatest art is at the mercy
Moyr, »» hs idiot wishing to demonstrate his
€re is no defence but love. For this

reason the spread of vulgar ““ wisecracks *’ in our popular
lltarat’ure, on the screen, etc., is a serious menace.
Axpencan humour is very good; obviously they are
quicker-witted than us; their comic papers are excellent,
whilst Punch would be unthinkable among Americans;
but, when all this is said, much of our vulgarest
““ humour ”’ is imported from the United States, or is
imitated for home consumption. One line ** criticisms **
of plays, that have taken months to write, even if they
are not supremely good, is one example of such facile
“ wit.”” There is also the modern custom of sending
foolish hacks to interview distinguished artists: invari-
ably they write a *‘ human story,” full of *“ humour.”
(One such wit telephoned in Chicago: *“ Tell Mr. Arnold

Bennett he stinks.”’)
No wonder so many of our great artists have shunned

humour: if it is profound it is not comprehended, and,
if it appeals to the many, it is probably best left alone.
The great men can do something better. A good library
could be started by leaving out the professional humor-
ists, and perhaps it could be ended that way.

A Karg-Elert Society ?

In April last year there died in Leipzig a musician who
was recognised the world over by organists as being the
reatest contemporary composer for the organ, and,
arvey Grace wrote in the Musical Times, ‘‘ one who

will surely take high rank in the not very large group of
those who have built up a permanent organ repertory.”’

In the organ world his name is beyond any question
among the greatest writers for the instrument—Bach,
Handel, Mendelsséhn, Franck, Rheinberger, Reger, and

Kaikhosru Sorabji.

He was born at Oberndorf on
studied at Leipzig, where he eventua
as professor of composition.

There he met Grieg, who exercised a considerable influence
upon his early work (as Grieg also did in the case of Delius),
and advised him to concentrate on composition rather than
piano playing. Karg-Elert rapidly developed a very definite
style of his own, but its evolution throughout has always
been the outcome of a compulsive inner logic and necessity,
in instructive contrast to those chameleon-like gentlemen
who are the last word in ultra-modernism this season and
Back-to-Bach, Palestrina, and Pergolesi the next.

He wrote a vast quantity of music, both vocal, instru-
mental, chamber, and orchestral, and also to a large extent
for the ** Kunstharmonium,” an instrument that is taken
very seriously on the Continent and which, strange though
it may seem, inspired some of his choicest conceptions.

On the advice of Max Reger he transcribed some of these
works for the organ, one of which, the Passacaglia in E flat
minor, Op. 23b, has been described by Harvey Grace as
« ane of the four greatest Passacaglias in organ music.”

The success of the transcriptions was such that Karg-
Elert felt encouraged to commence original composition for
the organ, as until then (1908) he had fought shx of the

instrument, being, to quote his own words, ‘. . .
eger, in whom 1 recognised with

November 21, 1877, and
lly succeeded Max Reger

thoroughly overawed by J
wonder a veritable giant. But it was Reger himself, who
later on was almost my next-door neighbour, and with

who drove me to the

had much friendly intercourse,

whom I ]
Karg-Elert that his very

organ.” It was characteristic of ! at h
first organ work (Op. 05) consisted of sixty-six Chorale
tmprovisations! This somewhat curious figure had an odd
origin: Reger having already composed sxxt?'-ﬁvc choral
rcludcs,., VT decided,” said Karg.Elert, ‘to go one
tter !
And he certainly succeeded, for this series has been uni-
versally acclaimed as a masterpiece, and is undoubtedly the
most important and significant contribution to this genre
since the death of Bach, From Op. 65 onwards it became
evident that the organ was his natural medium, and although
he continued to compose in all directions, so to speak, his
organ music definitely overshadowed everything else, good
though that might be. s

He composed not only magnificent chorale * improvisa-
tions,”" but developed the * Symphonic Chorale,” which may
be defined as an extended and pro rammatic chorale prefudi
wherein the words and tune of the hymn are of equal

importance, and also the Symphonic Canzona," a work of
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several contrasted movements with the Canzona as the
central figure.

Other important works are his ‘“ Seven Pastels from the
Lake of Constance,” Op. 96, which are perhaps the most
successful impressionistic pieces ever written for the organ;
‘¢ Cathedral Windows,” Op. 106, in which Plainsong melo-
dies are subjected to modern harmonic treatment with wholly
enchanting results; a *‘ Partita,”” Op. 100, which is, roughly
speaking, a sort of organ equivalent of Ravel’s ‘‘ Tombeau
de Couperin,” where ancient dance forms are exploited
with every conceivable variety of colouring; a Chaconne
and Fugue Trilogy with Chorale, Op. 73, and an immense
amount of smaller works, all of interest and charm.

Incidentally, the Oxford University Press have recently
issued his last completed works on a large scale, ‘‘ Kaleido-
scope '’ and *“ Music for Organ.”

Karg-Elert was unique in that he combined the poly-
phonic fluency of Bach or Reger with the harmonic re-
source of Delius, the resuit being a most fascinating style,
full of variety, with an instinctive feeling for form (in the
best sense of that much-maligned word) that rendered a
whole programme of his music entirely free from any sus-
picion of oppression or monotony.

His idiom was also instructive in that it decisively proved
that the diatonic-chromatic system is still full of possibili-
ties for a composer of originality.

When one adds that his published works run to Op. 145,
in addition to unnumbered and unpublished works, includ-
ing Fifty Preludes and Fugues in preparation (!), numerous
transcriptions, including piano scores of Elgar’s Symphonies,
and various theoretical treatises, it will be seen that he must
have possessed enormous fertility plus a phenomenal capa-
city for work.

By this I do not mean mere mechanical facility of the
Hindemith order ; I mean that genuine fertility of inwvention
plus a desire for beauty, which has characterised the work
of all the great masters. That is what KRarg-Elert possessed,
and that is why his music will assuredly outlive the sterile,
arid, alleged ‘‘ neo-classicism "’ turned out with such de.
pressing regularity by the Stravinsky-Hindemith mass pro-
duction factory.

England has already done Karg-Elert considerable honour.
He was created Doctor of Music at Edinburgh and a Fellow
of the Royal College of Organists; some of his best works
have been published in London, and in 1930 he was accorded
what was probably the most remarkable expression of appre-
ciation ever given to an organ composer in his lifetime,
namely, a festival of ten recitals devoted entirely to his
works.

It is therefore a matter of infinite regret that he is prac-
tically unrepresented on the gramophone, and I suggest that
we in England might go one important step further and
inaugurate a Karg-Elert Society on the lines of those already
so successfully established, for the recording, not of his
complete output—that would take at least a decade—but, at
any rate, of his finest organ works.

I am convinced that this project would be commercially
possible, for Karg-Elert enthusiasts are ubiquitous, and we
have in England some of the best organs and organists
available for the job. But if the recording companies have

any doubts regarding the response, let all those who do not
know Karg-Elert study his scores for themselves.
CrLiNToN Gray-Fisk.

Review.

Cinema Qunarterly. Summer Number.
Street Lane, Edinburgh. 1s.

This excellent review is indispensable to serious students
of the cinema. Specially commended in the current issue
are John Grierson’s article *“ The G.P.O. Gets Sound,” and
Ralph Bond’s criticism of ‘ Man of Aran »— one more ex-
ample of the Barnum method of beating the big drum furi-
ously on the principle that the more noise you make the better
must the picture be.” Davip Ockuam.

24, N.W. Thistle

NOTICE.

All communications requiring the Editor’s attention should
be addressed directly to him as follows :

Mr. Arthur Brenton, 20, Rectory Road, Barnes, 8.W.13.

“ Humour and good humour are virtues in the private
sphere, but clsewhere they are a cowardice and a{ thinness
of the blood."—New Ecopomics, Melbourne, June 22, 1934.

The Films.

¢ Ces Messieurs de la Santé.” il
The Academy has inaugurated its autumn seasol;{;s
films with a satirical exposé of the methods of b";;eform“‘.“
company promoters that should interest Crelem”“; ot
The authors are no respecters of la haute [ir
show how the launching of schemes
of money are made possible by.c_\'nlca gl i
hand, and an immense gullibility on the 0 -'sk.y 2 ffair a0
this nature helps one to understand the S,mfl s
Mme. Humbert, and to realise how easy lt]l-sin ot I
no reputation and less money to start 4 b;l“ :jjrector, shO“’
is unfortunate that Jacques Colombier, t ('zsa photogfaliw‘{
be so lacking in a sense of the cinema; L}?Si{xloguev and covt ;
stage play and not a film, has too _mUC' ; 5 e als0 in 1
be cut with advantage. The English titles & e aalid

is ivalent ©
4 ' . ¢ gmart ”’ is no equ ¢ osS:
W asterpiece of stiltedn if

| rascality on the

and ** you place bets »’ is a master L ing uncom™®
principal character is played by Raimu, looking b#x
like the late Edgar Wallace. J bave I

: is woul
Short verdict. How much better this

done by René Clair.

¢ The Affairs of Cel.lini.’l’ -

Yet another of these P-SQUd?:hi?tor;::Va[e Life g o)

which might almost be re-titled u’(];]:—e—indeed- "“","'o: ort
ander Korda.” It is amusing enous i peri I,o

phere o

completely devoid of the atmos ol o

or of any atmosphere, save € as th pait
March, as Cellini, and Fm.nk Morg’ii"‘)ns of DD“gl:l:y/‘é
Florence, contribute lifelike imperson: Fay b ﬁ

S , espectively;
banks and Lionel Barry.mofe’ respers s oda Tl ad
once unharassed by gorillas 0 » young WO
good as an excessively * dumb dl) sood e :
stance Bennett is also unexpectedly qe duchess all ¥

v tin
personation of a medieval Florten wisely avoid p mudl ,,
ducal. The scenario writers have 7 ged tO A.ap"

P s have verg " gﬂ"
thees,”” and the like, but in S 8 ¥

0 doing £ aroun®
= sy « punning & " :
the colloquial; * that’s fine,”” = ¥ n you need CM
up,”” and ** don’t be any o

Jumber than e -t
naissanct. . mi®

more of the Bronx than of fhle q}:;imb = Th:ﬂ e
Rosher’s photography is, 45 usuad. ;ntriaue & bf; -
of light-hearted assassination ’-':" Al SquﬂrocM

duced to the British public at the DAVID i Mj

Lo

HollywooS 1y jge

ol
» Fox Film product!

“ The House of Connelly. o #
by Henry King. Regal. - Gaynof g;’oﬂ":“
The unusual combination O:h{ﬂ There is a«hefe i
iven ¢ esults- p ¢
Bm'rymor_c has given good rn:abl)' inevitab it h‘"',,;
element in the film—prest Y adae l.,pmfréh,|
Gaynor is the star—but the su?a:s‘ and it cef“i“g
ke};t within reasonable PTOPO;:“O ;_S and n ﬂcwd
see the camera taken out © . admira’” o0

sperial
phy*

with real people. This piclu!‘e’l‘;’
directed, is good entertainment, -l"
be made of Hal Marr’s photos™ i
‘“Men in White.”
Directed by Richard Bolcsl s
If this picture, which is hflsc‘.n
of the same name now running
maintained the high level of "’i[ is ex
have been outstanding. AC'-U“"_Y_l has
and absorbs the onlooker, bUtlzinﬂ 5 our
apart from the uninm.lligcnt:‘: the €0 e
mars the central cpls.0d'-“" <o il
Barbara evades the main dramEss o g g 38
graphy are admirable;

1avsky At
g

Clark Ga

sympathetic, and that sxcnlyi

for once a role worthy of ’315_ »
# Men in White,” with xl> A

realism of its atmosphere, 1%

lents:  cfe 'ob‘
ospital b'a film oc"“'*
nite y DA"‘D

. yn- s i3
Mclro'(")ld“'ﬁ EmP’f-e,,gslo-‘f" i1

!
demanding large U=

o |

5 o me pie :
—but might have been a costume P t.Cinquoc:emo F!ﬁ ‘
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The Theatre.

“ Family Affairs” B i
b y Gertrude Jennings. Ambassa-
dors, Produced by Aurio] Lee, J =

If h
Gertrude Jeanings set out to make her audience laugh,

sh :

Ii};‘:si:e;timl}' succeeded, for this is a most amusing play.
Ereat part a° h"- particularly good play. The dialogue is in
Still ¢ Iearns ade too naturalistic—so many dramatists have
Miss Tl not to p'hotogmph the speech of real life—and
in the familgs g_as shirked the solution of the two problems
wife, W‘Ouldyn::, Z(Iixrs of the Madehursts. Rose, the young

Mo T oubt be cured of her infatuation for the
Meeting pi s resser man she met on a holiday cruise by
™ in his shop, complete with scissors and apron,

Ut he v
for 4 ould scarcely end the romance by touting for orders
PErmanent waye, That

And the s belongs to farce, not comedy.
e dissoly, ™Mplications attending the return of the prodigal
wkish, Wh;:ha gust of sentimentality verging on the

0t of , . ' 1S not an improbable termination, but is
T’}G caf "-?;e ‘Vlt{l all that has gone before.
ad’""fl‘abl i:h’:(‘i"at‘-‘d by Lilian Braithwaite, who gives an
rolo SCient magr:. performance as the gentle, and nearly
s?e’ s thoy, hr.’"”’h- Athene Seyler again plays a comedy
N of 5 lale%t It were knockabout farce; this is a besetting
:f"ne xed to ?,d dctress, whose mannerisms have now be-
e Miss Set]e Point of being both monstrous and obtru-
the. Jcers shol}v ;r_ IS not, however, entirely responsible; her
& ;rutho,-. insist on her playing roles as intended by
Opos 3
Sl apeoéfp';od“mo“, may I point out that as the horse-
Nt ¢ Ambassadors’ auditorium prevents occu-
e wing.  @ht and left hand seats from seeing
¢ Audiencg ¢ gsl, it does not contribute to the enjoyment
either (t)ha low members of the cast to group them-
e rue ()=, or P.S. side of the stage.
he ceing, N away with the idea that this play is not
¢ long™gqoCtually, it is most entertaining, if a trifle
- But Miss Jennings is a playwright of
and experience, that her work calls for
GVQ;QCUC:H- She has written a comedy that
ter. INg’s entertainment, but she ought to

VERNON SOMMERFIELD.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

MR. MUIR ON FINANCIAL POLICY.

Sir,—Mr. Muir refers to the monetary system as an
obscure and thorny problem; which in his (Mr. Muir’s)
opinion. is rendered unnecessarily difficult by the jargon of
the experts. What he should have said is that out of regard
for the awe which the unknown is reputed to inspire, the
whole money business is purposely made obscure in order
to delude people into the belief that the financial system
runs the universe; just as the priests of the old pagan
religions with their oracles and trickery used to humbug
the people into accepting their doctrines.

Mr. Muir's assertion that purchasing power can only
be increased by increased production is a fallacy which breaks

down in the face of mechanisation.
W. Wesr.

BANNING CINEMA-BUILDING.

Sir,—Students of Social Credit require no introduction to
the *“ New Bureaucracy,” but they may be interested in a
recent manifestation that has escaped the notice it deserves.
This concerns the power of local authorities to forbid aman to
spend his own money on the furtherance of his own legitimate
business, and has developed out of what the cinema industry
terms the ‘' over-building menace,” that is, the construction
of new picture theatres in localities that are already ade-
quately served.
Admittedly, the building of cinema theatres is being as
much overdone as that of ‘* luxury flats ”” in London and its
suburbs, and many people will no doubt lose money in
both ventures, but so far local authorities have not stepped
in to veto the construction of flats on the ground that it
might prove a bad investment. In effect, this is, however,
the attitude of certain authorities when they arve asked to
license a new film theatre.
The latest example comes from Wells, that charming
little town in Somerset. It has already one theatre, which,
on the face of it, would seem to be adequate to require-
ments. A local resident wishes to put up another. A'sked
by the Bench whether he thought the new venture was likely

od P
Horgy Hl;rlces In the South of France.
. a

bre
Onefast i 1 2t Nice is cheap, For #he price of bed and
0": ey -advl:? on, say 8s, 6%.. one can lFi,:e a whole day.
ejp, 20 Obtajy o cments everywhere, Frs, 30 or even less.
oy F 10,00, g 2¢droom from Frs, 8, petit dejeuner 2.50,
Uit Bre o vége"'".cr (Without meat) 8.00 or less, Now,
ey Old town tarian, there is an’ old.fashioned shanty
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faq  vegetap] !
i*i; M":nd chees,g Up, pate with butter and cheese, fruit,

hou
es . Yugh I,
thag: Paid g¢ \oread, by

S0

Iy me, .- Ler, meat, tea, etc., are double the
irondoy © Whi 0»n-'lllo\vance must be made for the climate,
ome. 5 is ¢ needs much less stoking than in
hags, - Must \:_"::nso' how do we live on our meafre

i San af: ou it i i xury to die,
livipngy; 2" affair g0, {he I'itvfs an expensive luxury :

m :{ the o P€ Often ‘talk “ahout ¢he low standard of
Ea)

Men woPI€ in the South of F We have half-
al Co . (&) urope. ave
Whe °'clo:su;'}‘ft'“g 2 house in Aeie —, and the
4 'hl;xf thejr ]ikels-m‘""mg compared more favourably
Ao, reaq” SUckeq t:, In England would have. One man,
e wisy Most ofo €ggs, followed by tomatoes, cheese,
Stig, rnm"‘ tomay, ¢ others had meat in some form
e S35 to oo Salad, and fruit,

: These workers
ecfscs Tething s Ber day.
1

Another lie about tax-

Sng out of*  *€ 30 per cent. to 4o per cent. goes to
lqh)'hunicli)% s aree‘,',&y 100 francs spent in the shops.
'ht',n\gal ta Ot so steep as at home, but income

T

c:;':‘coun, for Frs. 1,000 of my insufficient
er sent by a reader at Nice:

The
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i\,: ha'll;ited et eX to Volume 44.

Qn{l‘bleyﬂ‘u ov:n()f copies of this Index (covering

B g fo g Will gno o0T: 1033, to April, 1934) are |
Chape 1 office Y Feader Who wants one send a post-

* 70, High Holborn, W.C.x. There is

to be successful, he replied that that ** was his own fu_neral."
His counsel had previously, and rightly, told the magistrates
that the economic aspect should not weigh with the'm at all.
After a somewhat lengthy hearing the Bench .df!clded. .but
not unanimously, to reject the application, a decision against
which there is, I believe, no appeal. A
Readers of this journal will not need to have the 1mp|u:.'x-
tions pointed out to them. But there is this to be said.

At a time when the social and economic life of the
country is cankered by continuous large-scale unomployn.uem,
a scheme that would provide work for months for quite a

e number of le, and would thereafter give perma-
nla;gt employment,p:(\"zn if only to a few, is banned by the
ukase of a few local magistrates, e
is at liberty to leave the money idle at his bank, and his
banlkers are at liberty to employ it as they like.

But the would-be builder
Davip OCKHAM.

France Wealthy and Poor.

“ According to the assertions of certain French writers

on economic subjects, the wealth of France has become
greatly reduced during the past twenty years. They show
that quite one-third of the national fortune has been lost
beyond recovery since 1914.

* On the other hand, it is beyond doubt that the produc-

tive capacity of France has prodigiously increased within
twenty years,

“ It may be, as M. Jacques Duboin, a former Under-

Secretary of State for Finance, asserts, that—in a collective
sense—the French people have never heen wealthier than

hey are now. They are over-supplied with foodstuffs, There

is an extraordinary amount of motive power. Of coal there
is such an abundance that the pitheads are simply choled
with it. The production of electricity beats all records.
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‘* As for gold, there has never been such an enormous stock
of the yellow metal at the Bank of France. It is, therefore,
evident that from the point of view of material wealth the
fortune of France, far from having become diminished, has
so increased that she is overstocked with the good things of
this world. Individually, the average Frenchman is becoming
poorer and poorer.

* Small wonder that there should be so much hoarding
in France. There are not in France such big personal estates
and fortunes as in England, for monetary wealth is more
evenly spread. Nevertheless, there are large numbers of very
respectable fortunes. The owners of these are a little afraid
of the present position of affairs. They do not like the
general political outlook in Europe. They doubt if all is well
with the economic future of France itself.”’—Financial Times
(Paris Correspondent), August 24.

The Social Credit Movement.
SECOND PHASE.

ulSupporters of the Social Credit movement now affirm
at:—

1. An error has been proven in the cost-accounting of In-
dustry and the Book-keeping of the Banks.

2. This error is the strength of the ‘‘ law ’’ which creates
poverty, insecurity, and crime.

3. The error is infallibly proved in the Thesis and
Theorem of Major Douglas, most particularly in his first-
published work, * Economic Democracy.”

4. Itis, consequently, an urgent matter of public and per-
Sonal importance that this ‘‘law '’ be resisted so as to
secure ;— -

(a) Public admission of the error;

(b) Restitution of citizenship duties.

(¢) Release of His Majesty’s Judges, Civil and Military
Services from the compulsion of its repressive mechanical
control, L.D.61.

Forthcoming Meetings.
The New Age Club.

[Open to visitors on Wednesdays from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Lincoln’s Inn Restaurant (downstairs), 305, High Holborn,
W.C. (sonth side), opposite the First Avenue Hotel and
near to Chancery-lane and Holborn tube stations.]

The London Social Credit Club,

A meeting will be held at 7.45 p.m. on Friday, Septem-
ber 14, 1934, at the Blewcoat [sic. Ep.] Room, Caxton
Street, S.W. Discussion: ‘““ The A 4+ B Theorem,” intro-
giucnd by Mr. Ewart Purves. Mrs. E. M. Dunn, L.R.A.M.,
in the chair. Visitors are welcome.

Social CreditReading Course

SET A.
Comprising :—
Social Credit in Summary (1d.).
The Key to World Politics (1d.).
Through Consumption to Prosperity (2d.).
Social Credit Principles (1d.).
Post free 6d. the set.
SET B.
Comprising :—
Set “ A” above.
The Veil of Finance (6d.).
Post free, 15. the set.

CREDIT RESEARCH [WIBC!}ARY’ 70, High Holborn,

—

ACADEMY CINEMA, Oxford Street.

GER. 2981.
RAIMU in

“CES MESSIEURS DE LA SANTE”

CREDIT RESEARCH LIBRARY

Books and Pamphlets on Social Credit

BRENTON, ARTHUR.
Social Credit in Summary. Id.
The Key to World Politics. 1d.
The Veil of Finance. 6d. L -
Through Consumption to Prosperity-

C. G. M.

The Nation’s Credit. 4d. ’
1

DEMANT, V. A.
This Unemployment. 35 6d. |
God, Man and Society. 6s. !
DOUGLAS, C. H. . _‘
Credit Power and Democracy. 7¢ 6d lj.“ ’;
Social Credit. 39. 6d. et
Fre Breaisdown of the E_mploymwagw,) |
Canada’s Bankers.c gg:rden:e ;‘t ot )
The Mono of Cr s %3 o bour !
These ‘l?’re.f::n{ Discontents: Lhe La \
Social Credit. 18.
TheOCVlVodd After Washington- 6d.
Social Credit Principles. xdgd
Warning Democracy. 78
DUNN, E. M.
The New Economics. 4d-
Social Credit Chart. 1d.
GALLOWAY, C. F. iJe
Poverty Amidst Plenty. 64
GORDON CUMMING, M. :
Introduction to Social Credit. 6d i
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